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Present: Jekke Metzlar, Seray van Montfort, Neele Ulken, Iza van Blokland, Tinco Roebroek, Dirk 1 
Couwenberg, Leonie Blonk, Gwendolyn Hermans, Flore van Grunsven, Julia Bultink, Dennis van de 2 
Laar, Chinouq Claessens, Johannes Fiebig, Rona van der Dussen, Nadine Meulmeester, Imke Dijkslag, 3 
Ellen van Duinhoven, Myrthe Lange, Laura Naemi Alders, Tim Eeftinck Schattenkerk, Sophie Willems, 4 
Eva Wiesner, Lieke Verkoulen, Raisa Rambaran, Mémé Satter, Roos van den Broek, Nina Jager, Marin 5 
Kellaert. 6 
 
Non-members present: Femke Elsinga. 7 
 
1. Opening (by technical chair Flore van Grunsven) 8 
The GMA was opened at 19:05. The GMA will be held in English. A round of names follows. 
 
2. Minutes of last meeting          9 
There were no questions or remarks about the minutes of the GMA on the 8th of February. 
 
3. Important remarks/received mail         10 
General remarks:   11 

• This GMA is being recorded in the interest of making the minutes. 12 

• No authorisations have been made. 13 

• There has been a cancellation from the Freshmen committee and the Orientation 14 
committee. 15 
 

Action points:  16 

• The difference in alumni numbers has been resolved. 17 

• The average of read newletters of last year has been added to the newsletter piece in the 18 
secretarial biannual report. 19 

• The logbooks are now online. 20 

• The problem with the extraction of birthday dates from the website, resulting in the inability 21 
to send birthday mails, has been resolved. 22 

•  
4. Establish agenda           23 
One rectification was made. The piece about the active members shirts was not in the agenda. It is 24 
now placed in Any Other Business at agenda point 9. 25 
 
5. Proposed selection committee 2021                  26 
Flore gives the introduction and explains what the selection committee is and of who it consists. The 27 
members of the selection committee will be two current board members, two former board 28 
members and one external board member and they will be responsible for selecting the XIVth 29 
candidate board.  30 
 31 
The board explains that the selection committee will be responsible for the selection of the XIVth 32 
candidate board of SPiN, with the opening of the applications and conducting the interviews.  33 
 
Flore introduces herself first. She has already been in the selection committee of SPiN twice and once 34 
for Postelein. She does not study at the moment, so she has a lot of free time. 35 
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The GMA asks what Flore has learned from her previous experience and what she will do differently 36 
now.  37 
 
Flore answers that it is a difficult question and that her experiences differ. Now, as she is farther 38 
away from the board, she hopes to be a guiding part of the committee. 39 
 
Julia is studying at the moment but is only working on her thesis. She has no previous experience as a 40 
selection committee member, except with her own application.  41 
 
The GMA asks how Julia will look at the selection differently in relation to the COVID crisis, and what 42 
she will look out for while forming the XIVth board now 43 
 
Julia first of all hopes that the COVID crisis will be better. She finds it important that the board bonds 44 
and that it is possible to meet face to face. So, she will be looking at the group dynamic.  45 
 
Flore adds that she and Julia are both former board members of SPiN for those who do not know 46 
that yet. 47 
 
Femke introduces herself as the chair of Postelein, she is 23 years old and is currently doing her 48 
master in pedagogical sciences. She has no current experience in a selection committee. However, 49 
she is also the chair of the selection committee of Postelein. 50 
 
The GMA asks whether her selection committees will overlap. 51 
Femke says that she has been told that they overlap a little but that they will not clash. 52 
 
Tinco introduces himself as a third-year bachelor student. He is in the board as the formal internal 53 
affairs officer and he sees himself as a critical person, which he values in the committee.  54 
 
The GMA wonders why the two current board members were chosen, whether it was due to time or 55 
qualities.  56 
 
Tinco responds that more people were interested, that were all qualified, but the others stepped 57 
down due to time. 58 
 
Leonie is a third-year bachelor student and has no previous experience in a selection committee. 59 
 
The GMA asks what she is most excited about as part of the committee. 60 
Leonie is excited to read all the letters and to learn from conducting the interviews. 61 
 

- Lieke Verkoulen enters the GMA at 19:30 - 62 
 
The GMA has the question what Leonie and Tinco will take with them from their own interviews. 63 
Tinco responds that he really liked that there were only two people preparing the conversation, it 64 
made him feel comfortable and he prefers it that way. It is better than having five people questioning 65 
him. 66 
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Leonie feels the same and appreciated the rewording of her answers during her own interview. She 67 
felt understood. 68 
 
Technical chair Flore van Grunsven explains the voting procedure. The GMA will vote via an 69 
anonymous link. 70 

-  
- Eva Wiesner leaves the GMA at 19:43 - 71 

Voting: 72 
 
Flore van Grunsven 73 
In favor: 21 votes 74 
Against:  75 
Abstain: 8 votes 76 
Blanc:  77 
 
Julia Bultink 78 
In favor: 20 votes 79 
Against:  80 
Abstain: 9 votes 81 
Blanc:  82 
 
Femke Elsinga 83 
In favor: 17 votes  84 
Against: 1 vote 85 
Abstain: 10 votes 86 
Blanc: 1 vote 87 
 
Tinco Roebroek 88 
In favor: 22 votes 89 
Against:  90 
Abstain: 7 votes 91 
Blanc:  92 
 
Leonie Blonk 93 
In favor: 19 votes 94 
Against: 95 
Abstain: 10 votes 96 
Blanc:  97 

6. Deviation by-laws regarding activities  98 

During this point deviations from the by-laws for this year are explained, discussed, and voted on.  99 
 
GMA: In your policy you have an overview of your activities, where you don’t exclude excursions and 100 
parties. Therefore, haven’t we voted on this concept already?  101 
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XIIIth board: We still had excursions and physical parties in our policy. That’s because we did include 102 
different scenarios.  103 
 
GMA: Are you planning to do an excursion online, instead of the excursion abroad? 104 
 
XIIIth board: No, because we don’t think that an online alternative would be sufficient to replace an 105 
excursion abroad. 106 
 
GMA: With the excursion abroad, do you mean outside of Nijmegen or outside the Netherlands?  107 
 
GMA: I do appreciate the board bringing this to a vote but I was wondering if it’s necessary to vote 108 
this piece in. Because if people would vote against this, they would force the board to break the law 109 
by continuing to plan trips and parties.  110 
 
XIIIth board: In case of emergency the board is allowed to deviate. We could also do this if we had to 111 
cancel parties or trips. But we wanted to ask this now, so we don’t have to try to organise it for the 112 
rest of the year. We could always decide to still do it, but we have to look at it every week to see how 113 
the measures are. Voting on it will give us a lot of relieve to no longer have to try anymore.  114 
 
Voting:  115 
 
This document has been approved by:  116 
In favor: 20  117 
Against:  118 
Abstain: 7  119 
Blanc: 120 

 7. Revision of the by-laws  121 

During this point, the board will propose a change for the by-laws, since there is an incongruence 122 
between the Dutch and the English version of the by-laws. This point will be discussed and voted on.  123 

The board explains that the revision is about how board applicants apply. It is mostly about where 124 
and how applicants apply. There is a discrepancy in the Dutch and the English version. They want to 125 
add to the Dutch and English version that the application will be done through the selection 126 
committee. And at the English version the board wants to add that the applications will be in written 127 
form, because that was not stated in there yet. They say they could also not include the part where 128 
they need to apply in there. They ask the GMA for a discussion here.  129 
 
GMA: I agree with the revision, but I would suggest changing the part about the secretary too. 130 
Because now it is stated that the secretary will provide the application letters to the application 131 
committee. But nowadays, the applicants already send their applications to an e-mail address only 132 
available for the selection committee. Therefore, the secretary has nothing to do with the e-mails. 133 
My suggestion is to get that part out too. 134 
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XIIIth board: Yeah, we wanted to do that, but it only states that this applies after the application 135 
deadline. Therefore, it’s not about the procedure, but about if a candidate would like to apply after 136 
the procedure has taken place.  137 
 
GMA: I would just leave out the secretary part because it can be interpreted in multiple ways.  138 
 
XIIIth board:  Yes, because some people here interpret it in more ways, we should revise this 139 
sentence so we can state it more clearly.  140 
 
XIIIth board: If we are going to vote this in, how are we going to formulate it?  141 
 
There are two other points that have to be voted in, so the board will revise this sentence in the break 142 
and then after that it will be voted in. The GMA states we will get back to the voting in AOB.  143 
 
GMA: I think it is better to have some basic rule in the by-law, but I do think that there should be a 144 
possibility for the board and selection committee to decide how much they want to share with each 145 
other.  146 
 
XIIIth board: Does anyone feel that we should think of a difference sentence about what the applicant 147 
has to do when the deadline has passed? 148 
 
GMA: I think the board is talking about when the selection committee is done with their tasked. But I 149 
think that this will be after the candidate board is presented in the GMA. I think it is needed that you 150 
state a sentence for when a person still applies after this deadline.  151 
 

-  
- Break 20:15-20:20    - 152 

-  
In which the board revises the sentence in the revised peace  153 
 
 
 8. Spearhead ‘Future of SPiN’ – update 15 min  154 
The board will give an update on the spearhead: ‘Future of SPiN’. They decided not to continue with 155 
the task force due to workload. Afterwards they were approached by Julia and Gwen who really 156 
wanted to look into the task of the secretary. Because a lot of things within this function don’t run as 157 
smooth as they could be, and it takes up a lot of time and workload of the secretary. We had a 158 
meeting with them and decided that they would look into how the secretary function could be more 159 
efficient. At the first of June they would show us what they have come up with.  160 
 
GMA: Is it then that you are only going to look at the secretary function or also at other functions?  161 
 
XIIIth board: For now, we only want to look at the secretary function, because otherwise it would 162 
become too much of an obstacle. But maybe later we can expand it.  163 
 
GMA: There is stated that due to the GMA the plan would no longer be executed. But in the minutes 164 
of that GMA, it was stated that you would just delay the plan.  165 
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XIIIth board: I guess we did not check the minutes right, so we will revise it.  166 
 
GMA: I really like the original idea. I would really like you to bring it over to the next board what the 167 
original idea was.  168 

 XIIIth board: Yes, we will advise this to the next board.  169 

GMA: I was wondering what the exact plan is now?  170 

XIIIth board: For now, the plan would be that Julia and Gwen look into this. They both had a few 171 
points SPiN could improve on. Time schedule wise they would come up with some problems they 172 
would like to tackle and present this on the GMA of the first of June. Then they can choose one or 173 
two they would actually like to tackle. Then at the GMA of the annual report, hopefully some of 174 
these problems will have been resolved or looked into. And then next year some other problems can 175 
be explored, if the next board wants to continue.  176 

GMA: You speak about Julia and Gwen. I assume also Seray will be involved, but how about the rest 177 
of the board? 178 

XIIIth board: Not the whole board will be involved. There hasn’t been a decision yet about who will 179 
join, but we have talked about it briefly and maybe would want to include someone who can help 180 
managing the website. This needs to be discussed further.  181 

9. AOB (Any Other Business) 5 min  182 

Active member shirts  183 

The board explains that they thought it would be nice to cover the costs of the active members shirts 184 
as a board to show their appreciation for the hard work of the active members this year. But then 185 
they may deviate 400 euros from the budget and therefore they would like to ask the GMA for 186 
permission 187 

GMA: What was inside the packages besides the shirts? 188 

XIIIth board: We included a shirt, a SPiN bag, two SPiN dice, two peppermint boxes and a personal 189 
note from the board.  190 

GMA: Are the HersenSPiNsels not included in the bag and why?  191 

XIIIth board: We didn’t include those because we don’t have enough copies, because we chose to 192 
lower the amount of HersenSPiNsels earlier this year. 193 

GMA: Why did it took so long for the active member shirts to be sent out?  194 
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XIIIth board: We had quite some workload, and therefore we kind of lost track on the shirts. 195 
Therefore, we apologise for the bad planning. It also took a while to consider this year how we would 196 
send them out and how we would do it with the money. 197 

GMA: How do you compensate for the 400 euros?  198 

XIIIth board: SPiN has quite some money saved this year, so we think this is a nice way to spend it.  199 

GMA: Why did you send some shirts out already? because we have not voted the idea about the 200 
money in yet. 201 

XIIIth board: We decided to deliver them already because we realised we were quite late. But we 202 
could indeed have waited till the voting on the GMA. 203 

GMA: I get the reason, but I think you have to be aware that maybe not everyone would have paid 204 
afterwards. Just keep that in mind.  205 

GMA: I was wondering if there are a lot of active members who did not order shirts, due to the fact 206 
that a lot of the activities are online? And did you consider sending them something else? 207 

XIIIth board:: most active member did order them, so we didn’t consider it. But it’s a nice idea to 208 
think about  209 

Voting about spending the 400 euros 210 

In favor: 18  211 
Against:  212 
Blanc: 1  213 
Abstain: 7  214 

- Marin Kaelleart and Myrthe Lange left at 20:30 - 215 
-  

AOB Revised sentence for the by-laws of the selection committee 216 

The board states that the revision is as followed, but they will correct the grammar and interpunction 217 
later. 218 

"Sollicitanten dienen schriftelijk uiterlijk voor 1 juni van het lopende verenigingsjaar, te solliciteren bij 219 
de sollicitatiecommissie" Nederlands 220 

"Applications for board positions must be submitted in written form to the selection committee no 221 
later than the 1st of June of the current association year" English 222 

Voting:  223 
In favor: 17  224 
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Against:  225 
Blanc:  226 
Abstain: 7  227 

AOB HersenSPiNsels 228 

GMA: Is there an update about if people can register to get the HersenSPiNsels?  229 

XIIIth board: Yes, the committee decided to do this themselves. And they also have set up an 230 
Instagram account. Therefore, they can approach people themselves and people can approach the 231 
account if they want to have sent the HersenSPiNsels to their address.  232 

GMA: Why did you decide to create a separate account?  233 

XIIIth board: Because the popularity of the HersenSpinsels has gone down and we thought it was a 234 
good opportunity to give it a new life.  235 

GMA: Why don’t you just use the main SPiN account? Because the target group will be quite the 236 
same. 237 

XIIIth board: The target group will be similar, but this gives the committee more freedom in their 238 
promotion. This way they are not dependent on our promotion schedule.  239 

GMA: Will you also evaluate this with the committee? To make sure their workload will not be too 240 
high.  241 

XIIIth board: The committee actually asked themselves for this account, but this was after the 242 
biannual evaluation. However, we can evaluate it in the annual evaluation. 243 

GMA: Can you still make them delete stuff if you don’t approve? 244 

XIIIth board: They don’t have to ask permission for everything they post, but we can still delete 245 
something if it’s against the will of SPiN.  246 

 10. Determination of the date of the next GMA  247 

The next GMA is scheduled to take place on Monday the 26th of April. Which will be at the same 248 
night at the Heidag. The biannual survey will be presented and discussed.  249 

GMA: Can you look into if it’s possible to split the Heidag and GMA? Because it is quite a lot for one 250 
night.  251 

XIIIth board: It was hard for us to find another date and we discussed it with the advisory council. 252 
Therefore, we will keep it this way.  253 

GMA: Are the starting times different?  254 
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XIIIth board: It follows each other up. We will start with the GMA and then Heidag will follow. 255 

GMA: What were the reasons to plan them on the same day?  256 

XIIIth board:  Otherwise, we had to present the biannual survey at the first of June, and we thought 257 
that was too late. Therefore, we combined it with the Heidag because we could not find another day.  258 

There is some hesitation from the GMA about this so the board will look into it again.  259 

 11. Concluding poll  260 

 12. Adjournment  261 

The GMA was adjourned at approximately 21:40  262 

 

 

 
 


