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Function and layout of the new association room   1 

At the advent of the COVID-19 crisis the University was closed, and so was our beloved common 2 
room in the Spinoza building. As it just so happened, this would also mean the end of our old 3 
common room as, during the lockdown, the move of the Faculty of Social Sciences to the new Maria 4 
Montessori building was initiated. The association said goodbye to the old room and has moved its 5 
belongings to the new room in the Maria Montessori building. Unfortunately, we have not yet been 6 
able to make use of our new room. Nevertheless, the board feels it would be wise to discuss how we 7 
would like to make use of this new room in the future and would like to discuss this during the 8 
Heidag. This way, steps to organise and look for additional furniture can be taken, as the faculty has 9 
promised to help provide required furniture later on.   10 

The board would like input about the function of the new room and, accordingly, the interior layout 11 
that members would like to see. The old room served both as a workplace for the board and active 12 
members, as well as a place for members to meet, relax and have coffee. With a decrease in space 13 
the function(s) of the common room should be reconsidered.   14 
  15 
The following considerations need to be taken into account:  16 

• The new room has certain limitations.   17 
As many of you may know, the new room is smaller in size than the Spinoza predecessor. 18 
Not just in exact measurements but also in functional space. The room has a charming 19 
diagonal wall that gives the room challengingly angled corners. This can be seen in the 20 
following blueprint (room 00.016).   21 

   

 Additionally, the faculty is, rightfully, very proud of the new building and would like to keep 22 
it in a good state. This means that it is not allowed to hang anything directly on the walls. 23 
Instead, there will be railings from the ceiling to hang items from. There is, however, a large 24 
pinboard in the room for posters, etc. The interior of the room should also be 25 
“representative” of the faculty, as it can be seen from the outside of the, mostly glass, 26 
building.    27 
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• There are also some added facilities in the new building.  28 
The association rooms are all in the same area and share a common area, now dubbed 29 
the “Common Ground”. This common ground has sofa’s, a large TV screen, a foosball 30 
table, and will later be expanded with extra tables and seats. There is also a kitchen area 31 
with a coffee machine, refrigerator, microwave and cabinets. The Common Ground can 32 
serve as a new place for SPiN members to relax, but it will be shared with the other 33 
associations, and this might become crowded at times.  This Common Ground can also 34 
be reserved for activities such as Friday drinks (vrijmibo’s), theme days, etc for up to 4 35 
hours long. Outside of the association area, there is also a large wall where posters and 36 
promotion materials can be hung. Interestingly, opposite the association area, there are 37 
also showers.   38 

 The board would like the input on the following questions:  39 

• Considering the changes in the new building. Should the common room of SPiN be 40 
mostly used as a member's room, as a board (and active members) office, or still strive to 41 
fulfil both roles, possibly to a lesser degree.   42 
• Considering your preferred choice of function for the room, what type of furniture 43 
would you like to see in the new common room?   44 

  

  

  

  

  

 
 


