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Dear General Members’ Assembly,  1 
  
During the last GMA on the 20th of April the board presented a piece about a financial 2 
compensation for the participants of the ski trip, which was cancelled due the corona virus. In 3 
this piece it was stated that SPiN would give a €100,- compensation. Together with the 4 
compensation of the faculty the participants would receive a total of 300 euros. A reason that 5 
the board decided to give the participants 100 euros from SPiN is that this amount is 6 
something SPiN could financially handle. During this GMA the board also presented a rough 7 
financial overview of SPiN with the changes compared to the budget plan of the current 8 
association year. Here the board stated that due to the cancelled activities, SPiN would lose 9 
less money than the board anticipated.  10 
  
Because the financial situation of SPiN has changed as opposed to when the board made the 11 
decision of giving 100 euros to the participants. The GMA asked to look at the situation 12 
again. The board has debated this and has come up with different arguments on 13 
why SPiN should or should not compensate the participants more money. However, the board 14 
could not make a decision and that is why the board asks for the GMA’s opinion on this 15 
matter.   16 
  
Since one participant has returned the compensation of SPiN. We are now talking about 34 17 
participants who might get more compensation. The board is of the opinion that 18 
if SPiN would compensate the participants more, it should be 50 euros per participant and not 19 
more. 20 
   
Arguments for giving more compensation:  21 
- In the budget proposal the board estimated on a certain loss for the association year. Due to 22 
the cancelled activities SPiN loses less money so SPiN can give this to the ski trip 23 
participants.   24 
- One of the arguments in favour of why the board chose 100 euros is that this was 25 
what SPiN could financially handle. Since the financial situation is different one can argue 26 
that SPiN should give the participants more than what was initially said.   27 
- SPiN has cancelled the trip. Because of this decision the participants have lost their money. 28 
So, one can argue that SPiN has to pay everything back (this is legally the case). 29 
So, SPiN should compensate as much as it can.   30 
  
Arguments against giving more compensation:  31 
- It might be contradictory to spend more money while on the last GMA the board presented a 32 
piece to raise contribution because SPiN has lost a significant amount of money over the 33 
years.   34 
- The decision of cancelling the trip was force majeure. Therefore, SPiN might legally owe 35 
the participants money. However, one can argue that because it was a case of force 36 
majeure, SPiN does not have to compensate any money.  37 
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General 

- Due to the fast developments of the virus, SPiN has made the right decision not to go. If the 38 
board had decided to go, then everybody would have come back three days after leaving. 39 
Therefore, one can argue that SPiN does not have to give anything to the participants.   40 
- SPiN has already spent more than 3400 euros on the ski trip compensation, with further 41 
compensation of 50 euros it would be 5200 euros. There is no other activity on which we 42 
spend so much money.   43 
- Even though SPiN saves money now, it can be the case that there will be more costs for next 44 
year due to the consequences of the corona virus.   45 
  
The board is happy to answer any remaining questions and hear the opinion of the GMA. 46 
Afterwards there will be a vote about this matter.   47 


