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Present: Amber Timmermans, Chinouq Claessens, Julia Bultink, Anne Brand, Ellen van Duinhoven, 1 

Jelle Gerritsma, Kira van Londen, Kirsten de Wit, Mémé Satter, Louis Papstein, Gwen Hermans, 2 

Sophie Willems, Imre Zwijnen, Demi Hendriks, Anneloes Biert, Laura Döpper, Bettina Bonsack, Loreen 3 

Neugebauer, Alisia Desor, Nina Pijpers, Marek Voesenek, Dennis van de Laar, Linda Bekedam, Els van 4 

Loo, Tim Eeftinck Schattenkerk, Evelien Smits, Isabel Leemhuis 5 

1. Opening (by technical chair Jelle Gerritsma)  6 

Jelle opens the GMA. There are English speaking members present, therefore the GMA will be held in 7 

English. 8 

2. Minutes of last meeting 9 

There were no remarks. 10 

3. Important remarks/emails 11 

The board explains that the GMA will be recorded for the minutes, if there’s an objection they would 12 

like to know.  13 

Nobody objected.  14 

The board explains that during the first break, tokens will be handed out for a free drink.  15 

A list of action points is discussed:  16 

The GMA wanted official documents to be added in the application, this is done.  17 

An evaluation of cancelled committees with former board members is planned on the 2nd of July.  18 

Write an advice about the proposition of the selection committee, for the XIIth candidate board. The 19 

board is working on this. 20 

An advice about HersenSPiNsels needs to be written in the annual report, this will be done later. 21 

Options for the future of HersenSPiNsels were discussed during the Heidag. For more information 22 

everyone can read the minutes of the Heidag.  23 

There have been made three authorizations: 24 

Eefje Jongstra authorizes Els van Loo. 25 

Stef Bos authorizes Marek Voesenek. 26 

Giulio Severijnen authorizes Mesian Tilmatine, but Mesian was not present.  27 

Els van Loo enters the GMA at 19:15. 28 

The Workfield and Future committee has sent a cancellation.  29 

4. Establish agenda 30 
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5. Candidates Advisory Council 31 

During this point, the candidates for the advisory council of the academic year 2019-2020 are 32 

introduced. After this, there will be a voting about their appointment as a member of the advisory 33 

council. 34 

Ellen gives an introduction.  35 

Els van Loo introduces herself.  36 

Demi Hendriks introduces herself.  37 

Marek Voesenek introduces himself.  38 

The GMA asks why former board members were chosen. 39 

The board explains that previous board experience was important, because they know what the 40 

board is going through since they have been through the same stuff and know how to handle certain 41 

situations.  42 

The GMA wants the board to keep in mind that a person who has not been on a board looks at things 43 

from a very different perspective, which is very valuable.  44 

The GMA wonders why there is an external member missing. 45 

The board explains that there is one external member, which is mandatory, but it is very hard to find 46 

a second external person that wants to be in the advisory council.  47 

The GMA thinks it is good to have someone with experience in law, because almost every board will 48 

encounter problems in this area.  49 

The board already found someone who is willing to help when legal advice is needed.  50 

An anonymous vote has been held for each of the applying members.  51 

Els van Loo 52 

In favour: 15 53 

Against: 0 54 

Abstained: 7 55 

Blanc: 2 56 

Demi Hendriks 57 

In favour: 11  58 

Against: 3  59 

Abstained: 7  60 

Blanc: 3 61 
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Marek Voesenek 62 

In favour: 11  63 

Against: 0 64 

Abstained: 8 65 

Blanc: 5 66 

All three candidates are voted to be members of the advisory council.  67 

6. Update Alumni Activity 68 

During this point, we will explain why there won’t be an alumni activity this academic year. After this 69 

we will need to bring it to a vote since it is a deviation from the Articles of Association. 70 

There is a rectification: in the article is stated that the plan is to deviate from the bylaws, this needs 71 

to be the Articles of Association.  72 

Anne gives an introduction. 73 

The GMA asks the board whether they think it will be more successful than activities of other 74 

associations and why.  75 

The board thinks it will be more successful since the setting becomes more formal.  76 

The GMA wonders if when they vote in favour of this proposal, it means that the XIIth board does not 77 

have to arrange such an alumni meeting.  78 

The board explains that if this proposal is voted for, there won’t be an alumni activity this year. In the 79 

year of the 12th board there will be one.  80 

The GMA asks which associations are involved.  81 

The board answers that at the time of writing this wasn’t confirmed, but Kompanio, Postelein, GWS 82 

and Umoja are involved.  83 

The GMA wonders whether it is also an option to collaborate with master associations, this way it 84 

could be more psychology focused.  85 

The board did a proposal during a meeting but it could not be decided then. They do think it is a good 86 

idea.  87 

Part of the GMA thinks they won’t be very interested because they have their own alumni activities 88 

going with which they are very happy.  89 

The GMA wants to know what the financial support from the university is. 90 
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The board explains the university still is pretty vague but say things are possible. Hela Koonen is the 91 

contact person and does not know how much she can support. This will be passed on to another 92 

contact, after this the board will receive more information.  93 

The GMA asks if the XIth or the XIIth year is going to pay. 94 

The board answers that they, the XIth board will pay.  95 

The board wants to not organize an alumni activity this year. Voting in favour means that one is not 96 

against this proposal. Voting against means that one wants the board to organize an activity this 97 

year.  98 

Tim Eeftinck Schattenkerk enters the GMA at 19:36. 99 

A vote has been held about this proposal.  100 

In favour: 17 101 

Against: 0 102 

Abstained: 7 103 

Blanc: 0  104 

The board does not have to organize an alumni activity this year.  105 

7. Heidag: Study trip 106 

During the brainstorm session at the Heidag, the future of the study trips was discussed. The 107 

conclusion of the it will be discussed in this piece. Besides this, the board will do a proposal and this 108 

proposal will be brought to a vote on the next GMA. 109 

Anne gives an introduction.  110 

The GMA is wondering why the boundary Europe has been chosen and how strict this rule is. 111 

The board explains that they have tried to come up with other measurements as well, but these were 112 

harder to define. For instance, they could have chosen kilometres but then planning the trip would 113 

become some sort of puzzle to see how far they can go.  114 

The GMA asks why the board this year decided to do the study trip outside of Europe, even though 115 

the unwritten rule (of not going outside of Europe two years in a row) was already there.  116 

The board answers that the advice was to stay inside of Europe, but because a lot of committees 117 

were cancelled at the beginning, they wanted to make a bigger event of this trip. They did not expect 118 

the consequences they had to face, they experienced why this was an unwritten rule themselves.  119 
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Part of the GMA does not want the rule to become an actual rule, since it is up to the new board to 120 

decide what to do with it.  121 

Another part of the GMA is not agreeing with this, because every board is mainly focused on their 122 

year only. It needs to be taken into account what happens multiple years in a row and what the 123 

consequences of this are, that is why it needs to become an actual rule.  124 

There is a discussion in the GMA. 125 

The board reacts that in the beginning of the year, they also had the thought that if people do not 126 

agree with their decision, they could just vote against it during the policy plan GMA. But in reality, 127 

this is not what happens, since they also got the advice to not go outside of Europe and did it 128 

anyway. This is why the board now wants to protect the new board with these boundaries, they can 129 

give the next boards more structure and safety.  130 

The GMA asks the candidate board how they feel about this potential rule.  131 

The new board explains they have discussed this during the Heidag, and they did not know this was 132 

an unwritten rule already. They think it is a good idea, since they also would want to plan a trip far 133 

away and not think about the consequences.   134 

The GMA is wondering whether the main argument for this decision is the number of registrations of 135 

last year or the accessibility.  136 

The board answers that there are a couple of reasons for this decision. Difference in registrations 137 

between last year and this year is why they started looking into it. It was a really big difference, even 138 

though the destination was not that different. One of the reasons for this low number of 139 

registrations could be that the trip was in Asia again, so it was not accessible for the students who 140 

cannot afford this far trip.   141 

The GMA notices that the registrations for Romania were also low, so this could actually be an 142 

argument to let the trip go outside of Europe. Part of the GMA do not want there to be more rules, 143 

they just want the board to be very clear to the candidate board.  144 

Another part of the GMA thinks this is not enough, since the information about this bad experience 145 

will get lost eventually and the same thing will happen again.  146 

The GMA wonders how much it costs to change the Article of Association. 147 

The board says it costed money to change bylaws, but not the Article of Association.  148 

The GMA suggests an in between solution. The idea is to not change the Article of Association, but 149 

still write this down somewhere so it can be passed on to future boards. For example, putting it in 150 

the policy.  151 

The board this putting it in the policy will make no difference, since future boards will think the policy 152 

is there to be changed. They do not trust it to get passed on when they are not making it a rule.  153 
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The GMA is wondering whether people will not go on the trip inside of Europe anymore so they can 154 

save up to go on the trip outside of Europe the year after. Because mostly the same people go on 155 

trips because they can afford it. 156 

The board answers that it is not the case that the same people go on the trips every year. Just the ski 157 

trip is visited multiple times by the same people.  158 

The GMA explains they meant the same type of people, the type being wealthier.  159 

The GMA thinks the difference in costs will actually make sure other people will go on the trip, 160 

because some of them will go on the one inside of Europe since they cannot afford the one outside 161 

of it.  162 

The GMA is wondering what the difference is in the financial compensation Student Life offers.  163 

The board answers that the amount of money differs every year. The compensation is lower however 164 

when the trip is inside of Europe.   165 

The GMA asks the board if they looked into the causes of the low number of registrations, because 166 

this idea is fighting one probable cause but there might be other problems as well. 167 

The board answers that they have thought a lot about other causes. An explanation can also lie in the 168 

fact that they have visited a place in Asia twice now, but with this amount of money there are not a 169 

lot of options left.  170 

The GMA is wondering why they are not voting about this now. 171 

The board explains that they have to propose it right now so there can be held a vote about it during 172 

the next GMA in September.  173 

The GMA asks if they could use the biannual questionnaire to ask people if they were more likely to 174 

go if the costs of the trip are lower and it is inside of Europe, because now it is just speculating.  175 

The board reacts that in the biannual questionnaire they asked people what they thought about the 176 

prices of the trips. Part of the member found the price fine and part found them too expensive.  177 

The GMA answers that it might be interesting to ask people what amount of money they are willing 178 

to pay. 179 

The board suggests the next board to conduct a poll, this was also put forward during the Heidag.  180 

The GMA warns the board that very few people will react to this, so it will have a biased outcome.  181 

Everyone in the GMA wants the information to be passed on. Part of the GMA want there to be an 182 

actual rule, another part does not want it to be this strict.  183 

At 20:10 there is a break. 184 

Evelien Smits enters the GMA at 20:12. 185 
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Isabel Leemhuis enters the GMA at 20:26. 186 

8. Procedure selection committee 187 

This point offers the possibility to ask questions to the selection committee and the board concerning 188 

the application procedure. To ensure the privacy of applicants, questions concerning the content of 189 

the letters will not be discussed. Neither will the conversations or the final decision of the selection 190 

committee. 191 

Amber gives an introduction.  192 

The board notices that some questions might stay unanswered due to privacy reasons of the 193 

applicants. 194 

The GMA is wondering why the vacancy was online for just a week, since this is very short.  195 

The board answers they have thought about this as well, but thought it would not be a problem.  196 

The GMA asks if the board thinks people have missed the vacancy.  197 

The board explains that they spoke to a lot of people about becoming a board member and put a lot 198 

of information on social media. They do not think people missed it entirely.  199 

The GMA remarks that people can be interested in becoming a board member, but are not sure yet. 200 

When they see the vacancy a little late, they have to write a motivation in just a few days. This could 201 

have been problematic.  202 

The candidate board also found the vacancy being online too short. Especially since it was put online 203 

during the vacation. If people were gone for the week their time had passed.  204 

The GMA wants to know why the vacancy release date was postponed.  205 

The board explains this was due to the fact that the GMA needed to vote about the selection 206 

committee.  207 

The GMA asks the board if they did any offline promoting, like an extra information moment to 208 

actually convince people to apply.  209 

The board answers that a board information meeting took place. Next to this, they had a lot of 210 

personal contact with people during activities.  211 

The GMA wonders whether a standard procedure is needed for what to do when they cannot find 212 

seven suitable board members.  213 

The board thinks this is a good idea.  214 

The GMA finds the selection committee procedures not clear enough. Sometimes scripts get lost and 215 

things are not really up to date. They want to make sure everything is updated next time. 216 

The board will make an action point out of this.  217 
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The GMA wants to know whether the whole board was aware of the number of applicants at the 218 

start of the procedure. They want to know why it was chosen to start with the procedure already, 219 

instead of trying to find more applicants.  220 

The board answers that not everyone was aware of the number of applicants at the start of the 221 

procedure. What is difficult is that sometimes there are enough applicants, but not enough 222 

competent ones so in the end you still will not have enough board members.  223 

The GMA thinks it is good that the board set a clear deadline, since the applicants knew what they 224 

could expect this way.  225 

The GMA wonders if it is possible to read the new standard procedure for the next GMA. 226 

The board will make it a piece.  227 

9. Introducing Candidate Board 228 

During this point, the XIIth candidate board will shortly introduce themselves. Questions for the 229 

candidate board can also be asked during this point. 230 

Meme introduces herself.  231 

The GMA asks how she thinks she will get this group of very different people to be best friends.  232 

Meme answers that she is a big fan of getting to know each other through activities. She will make 233 

sure they do a lot of things together like having dinner and talking about things that are not SPiN 234 

related.  235 

Gwen introduces herself.  236 

The GMA asks which experience she already has with writing.  237 

Gwen answers that the committee wrote this about her, but she is unaware of her experience with 238 

writing herself.  239 

The GMA asks how good her typing skills are.  240 

Gwen answers that she had typing lessons when she was a child. Also, being a student in 2019 you 241 

have to be able to type, so she believes she can handle it.  242 

The GMA asks if she thinks she will get her binding study advise, since she is in her first year and this 243 

is necessary to become a board member.  244 

Gwen explains she needs to pass all her last exams, but is confident this will work out.  245 

The GMA asks the board if they thought about what to do when Gwen won’t make it through her 246 

first year.  247 

The board answers that this still needs to be discussed.  248 

 249 
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Louis introduces himself.  250 

The GMA wants to know how he will enlarge accessibility for international students. 251 

Louis answers that he is German, and hopes this help to encourage more international students to 252 

enter the SPiN’s common room. Also, he is planning on connecting with both Dutch and international 253 

students during activities.  254 

The GMA asks how he as a German guy feels about working with five Dutch ladies.  255 

Louis answers that psychology has a lot of women in general and he will learn to speak Dutch very 256 

fast so this is not a problem. Also, the board needs to become more international in order for SPiN to 257 

become more accessible for internationals.  258 

The GMA wonders if he is learning Dutch. 259 

Louis answers that he indeed is.  260 

The GMA wants to know what the first thing is that he will buy with the money of SPiN.  261 

Louis answers that he cannot talk about this.  262 

Sophie introduces herself.  263 

The GMA notices that some of the board members are already friends, and wants to know how this 264 

is going to work out in combination with the new people.  265 

Sophie explains they have already discussed this. They have agreed to not hang out with just the 266 

three of them alone, so the entire group will get to know each other.  267 

The GMA wants to know why Sophie is most suitable to become Fish Officer.  268 

Sophie answers that she always wanted a fish in her apartment, so this is a nice substitute.  269 

The GMA wants to know how many fish will die this year. 270 

Sophie confidently answers that no fish will die on her watch.  271 

The GMA wants to know Sophie’s favourite fish.  272 

Sophie answers the gold one is her favourite.  273 

Anne reads Rona’s introduction.  274 

Kirsten introduces herself.  275 

The GMA wants to know how she feels about not having a direct predecessor.  276 

Kirsten finds it a bit scary but with Isabel to fall back on, having a script and fellow board members 277 

that can help she should be all right.  278 

The GMA wants to know which of the collaborating companies she will contact at first and why. 279 

Kirsten answers she was told that there were some problems with ‘De Drie Gezusters’, she will try to 280 

do something about this.  281 

 282 
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The GMA wants to warn the board; they are very excited to start and happy with one extra board 283 

member, but the candidate board has to think about what activities they want to bring back very 284 

carefully. Workload reduction is very important so they cannot make it too hard for themselves.  285 

The GMA wants to thank the selection committee. 286 

The GMA wants the candidate board to do an ABC, to see how involved they actually are.  287 

The A is for Acquisition committee, which they will bring back. 288 

The B is for Big family, which they are.  289 

The C is for Current board, who will help them. 290 

The D is for Dies insomnia. 291 

The E is for English track, which is a very big part.  292 

The F is for Fun. 293 

The G is for General members. 294 

The H is for Home, which the SPiN’s common room is. 295 

The I is for Insomnia.  296 

The J is for Japan, to which they are not going.  297 

The K is for Kirsten.  298 

The L is for Luck, which is sometimes needed.  299 

The M is for Meme.  300 

The N is for Never be a board without an international member.  301 

The O is for Open for everyone.  302 

The P is for Proposed candidate board.  303 

The Q is for Quickly become active members.  304 

The R is for Rona. 305 

The S is for Summer to enjoy before a great year.  306 

The T is for Treasurer. 307 

The U is for Unique, first board with an international person.  308 

The V is for Vacation, same as summer. 309 

The W is for Welcome, everyone needs to feel so. 310 

The X is for Xtreme, there is so much more manpower. 311 

The Y is for saying Yes to every new active member. 312 

The Z is for Zip it and we’re done.  313 

10. AOB (Any Other Business) 314 

This point offers the opportunity to discuss other point that came up during the meeting. Unless 315 

someone explicitly does not want to talk about a point, it will always be discussed. 316 

 317 
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11. Determination of the date of the next GMA 318 

The next GMA will take place on the 23rd of September at 19:00. This will be the Policy Plan GMA.  319 

GMA congratulates the candidate board and wishes them luck with everything.  320 

The GMA thought there was room to change the bylaws this year and want an update about this. 321 

The board explains that there was an option investigated, but there was no funding this year. The 322 

little part they want to change is not worth to pay for right now.  323 

The GMA wants to know whether the university will finance this again some time. 324 

The board answers that they won’t finance it this year but maybe in the future they will. 325 

The GMA answers that getting a fund from the university costs a lot of work. Wanting to change 326 

some small things will never be funded by the university.  327 

12. Concluding poll 328 

13. Adjournment 329 

Action points 330 

• Update script selection committee 331 

 332 


