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Present: Amber Timmerman, Anne Brand, Chinouq Claessens, Ellen van Duinhoven, Julia Bultink, Els 1 

van Loo, Flore van Grunsven, Michelle Geurts, Gwendolyn Hermans, Peike Donders, Mirjam Jongsma, 2 

Jekke Metzlar, Mémé Satter, Kirsten de Wit, Dennis van de Laar 3 

Addition: Marek Voesenek has sent his vision about the three topics by mail.  4 

Agenda point 1: Future and vision of the trips 5 

During this agenda point, there was a brainstorm about the future and visions of the trips SPiN is 6 

organizing. Could it be an idea to lower the spots of both the study and city trip? Should the study 7 

trips be held inside Europe from now on? Or should there be a rule about the destinations? 8 

The XIth board brought this topic to the Heidag because it appeared that their study trip to Singapore 9 

was not full. Which was a bit unexpected and had some financial consequences.  10 

Some reasons of the attendance of this years’ study trip were discussed. It was concluded that there 11 

were several possible causes. The first one had to do with the destination. Singapore was already the 12 

third Asian city in the past few years, because they association went to Hongkong in 2016 and to 13 

Tokyo in 2018. Another reason has to do with the price of the trip, because the trip has cost €890. 14 

For Singapore this is a competitive price, but on the other hand 890 remains a lot of money, 15 

especially for students. The new loan system will also have had an influence on this. The last possible 16 

cause that was mentioned, had to do with the promotion. In the beginning the promotion was not 17 

yet optimal, which may have had consequences. It was also said that the hype was missing. 18 

Something that is quite difficult to create. 19 

After discussing the attendance of the study trip to Singapore, it was time to think about the future 20 

of the study trips SPiN is organising. Because the city trip was also named in the piece for this Heidag, 21 

it was mentioned on the Heidag itself too. It is important that there remains a difference between 22 

the study trip and the city trip in the future. If the destination of the study trip is outside of Europe, 23 

there will be no competition. But the location doesn’t really matter, because the difference between 24 

these two trips is in the duration and the program. So, this won’t be a problem in the future. Another 25 

idea was to combine the study and city trip, to make the range bigger and wider. But because these 26 

trips are so different in format, not everyone was enthusiastic about the idea. 27 

It was also suggested to announce the date of the study trip earlier. It is known among insiders that 28 

this is during the May holiday, but many members do not know this. A tip for the XIIth board is to 29 

make this known in time so that a hype can be created an that people can also take into account 30 

financially. This is possible because the annual planning and budget are already announced at the 31 

beginning of the academic year. Try to create the famous fear of missing out.  32 
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There was also a suggestion to make a poll for members with possible destinations and target prices. 33 

This will ensure that there is insight into the interests and wishes of the members. On the other 34 

hand, the timing of a poll is important, because a poll could take away some freedom from the study 35 

trip committee. Which is also not entirely desirable.  36 

Furthermore, what was considered important for the future is the expectation patterns of members. 37 

Does SPiN have to surpass itself every year? Is the destination more important than the program? In 38 

recent years, an unusual standard has been created. This standard has to change. Cosiness and the 39 

group aspect of the association and especially the trips must become more important. It was also 40 

thought that it was important for everyone to get the chance to join the study trip during their study. 41 

That is why it was asked if it was an idea to make rules and thereby fixed certain things for the future. 42 

The majority of those present agreed with this, but freedom and flexibility were still considered 43 

important. Therefore, various proposals were devised and were brought to a vote. After the vote and 44 

the Heidag itself, this topic will be taken to the General Members’ Assembly of June 11. In this way, 45 

the proposal can become a valid rule. 46 

It was decided to vote on the basis of locations within- and without Europe. The first proposal was 47 

that the destinations of the study trips has to be inside of Europe, with the exception of the trip in 48 

the lustrum year. A lustrum is every five years. This proposal had 2 votes in favour. The second 49 

proposal was that after a non-Europe destination, a European destination will be mandatory. This 50 

proposal had 9 votes in favour. The third proposal was that the destination was alternately inside and 51 

outside Europe. With a view to next year, this would mean that the XIIth board would have a study 52 

trip within Europe. This proposal had zero votes in favour. The fourth and last proposal was that the 53 

destination is only fixed for the XIIth board. Which means again that they would have a study trip 54 

within Europe. This proposal had 4 votes in favour.  55 

After the vote it became clear that the second proposal had the most votes in favour. Therefore, this 56 

proposal will be brought to the GMA. Besides this, the XIth board will make a transfer article about 57 

this topic. 58 

= 59 

Agenda point 2: Attendance of activities, especially the parties 60 

Over the past few years, there has been a trend that the average attendance at parties is declining. 61 

This is also clearly the case in the current academic year. Possible causes and solutions were discussed 62 

during this agenda point. 63 

In the overview of the article it could be seen that the number of parties were less, so did the 64 

benefits. There was a discussion to make the frequency higher, because it would then pass more 65 
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often and could receive more attention. Some people agreed on this, but not everyone. The 66 

argumentation was that you theoretically have 10 months in an academic year, but in reality, this is a 67 

lot less due to exam weeks and holidays. More parties are therefore not always favourable to plan. In 68 

addition to a higher frequency, a suggestion was also to apply regularity. Regularity in the sense of 69 

‘the first Wednesday of the month’. Theoretically this is quite a good idea, but difficult to implement 70 

in practical terms. In addition, the year planning could take into account the fact that activities in the 71 

first half year are always better attended.  72 

The location of the SPiN parties was also discussed. The Drie Gezusters is not always popular 73 

anymore and besides this, it is quite big if it is not that busy and as a result you sometimes miss the 74 

ambiance. However, the location is not that easy to change because contracts have been concluded.  75 

Collaborations with other associations have also been discussed. This could be a good option to get 76 

more and other people at the parties. However, it also has a disadvantage, because if you work 77 

together you will have to share both costs and benefits. Decisions on collaborations for the parties 78 

for the coming academic year will have to be considered by the XIIth board. 79 

Finally, the purpose of the parties was also looked into. In any case, money is not the goal despite 80 

being an easy source of income for the association. It is about fun and having a nice evening. You will 81 

have to row with the straps that you have, as the Dutch saying goes. The next board will have to 82 

anticipate fewer people.  83 

= 84 

Agenda point 3: HersenSPiNsels 85 

The future of the HersenSPiNsels was discussed during this agenda point. The last few years the 86 

popularity of the magazine was not as high as the association hoped for. Different suggestions were 87 

discussed. 88 

The first point of discussion was about the method of publication, namely online versus offline. Only 89 

online was het the solution, it will disappear in the mass. Besides this, the board has been in contact 90 

with publishers before. The publishers told them that they have seen that the popularity of offline 91 

magazine increases. This because the online world today can be very overwhelming. In addition, little 92 

to nothing remains of the current paper editions.  93 

Another point of discussion was the number of editions. A proposal was made to publish fewer 94 

editions and make some extra articles in between. This would also reduce the workload of the 95 

committee. Currently the workload is on the high side, because they actually have too few 96 

committee members. 97 
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The content of the magazine has also been discussed. Many boards have indicated their own twist on 98 

this, including the current board. In fact, everyone was satisfied with the current format of the 99 

content. The division between formal and informal is experienced as good. You need have a good 100 

balance to keep it attractive.  101 

The last point of discussion was the promotion of the magazine. The suggestion of a promotion 102 

schedule has made. This can ensure that the magazine reaches the people who would like to read it. 103 

Extra promotion at formal activities could also be a good idea. You then just reach another target 104 

group. Promotion can also be done with the content.  105 

In summary, the conclusion is to keep the content like it is right now, to continue the contract on the 106 

same footing and to work on a better promotion and a good promotion schedule. 107 

The XIth board would like to thank those present for their input.  108 

 109 


