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Dear General Members’ Assembly, 
 
Since this year, SPiN is a bilingual association. Due to this change, the application requirements for 
the new board of SPiN need to change. The IXth board has written a proposal with her vision 
regarding the application requirements for next year. At the GMA of 20-02-2017 the vision of the 
board has been discussed and this has led to the proposal that is described below. 
 
Kind regards, 
 
The IXth board of SPiN 
 
Introduction 
Because of the addition of the English bachelor track of psychology, SPiN has become a bilingual 
association with Dutch board members. Since this year is the first time there are psychology students 
who do not speak Dutch, there is a chance that non-Dutch speaking members would like to apply for 
a board year at SPiN. This matter is also relevant to several other study associations, that is why a 
brainstorm about this subject has taken place on the 15th of December with Babylon, CognAC and 
SPiN. During this brainstorm, the pros and cons concerning an English-speaking board in general and 
per function have been discussed.  
 
During the GMA of 20-02-2017 three options were discussed for the board members’ recruitment 
next year. The GMA and the IXth board have chosen for the option to open applications to English 
speaking students for only a few functions. The year after next year, it could be re-evaluated what 
the best option is at that time. 
 
Proposal 
The IXth board has proposed to only open applications for a few functions to English speaking 
members.  
 
The board has proposed to open the functions of treasurer and one of the internal affairs officer 
functions. When only one of the internal affairs officers is English speaking, possible language 
difficulties can be captured by the other Dutch internal affairs officer. The distribution of committees 
could be adapted to the language of the supervising internal affairs officer. In addition, the IXth board 
believes that being a board member can only be fulfilled by an English-speaking member under the 
condition that this person masters a certain level of Dutch. The application committee will use the 
level of Dutch as a criterion to become a board member of SPiN. They will also keep the level of 
English as a criterion. 
 
The IXth board believes that the remaining functions cannot be fulfilled by English speaking members, 
apart from whether they have a certain basic knowledge of the Dutch language or not. The 
association next year will still contain Dutch-speaking board members and so will be bilingual. The 
board believes the chair should therefore be bilingual. The secretary, academic relationships officer 
and external affairs officer should manage such a high level of Dutch that no problems will arise in 
mail contacts, contracts, contact with external parties and during meetings. Therefore, these 
functions may not be optimally performed at present by English speaking members with only a basic 
knowledge of the Dutch language according to the IXth board. The level will be estimated by the 
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selection committee. During the recruitment period for new board members, the board will inform 
interested people which functions are open to for English speaking members. 
 
When English speaking members are interested in the function of treasurer or internal affairs officer, 
but do not have any knowledge of the Dutch language, this person could follow a Dutch language 
course during the summer. It should be kept in mind that a lack of knowledge of the Dutch language 
can cause trouble writing the policy plan. The board suggests that SPiN could pay a part of the 
amount of a Dutch language course. Therefore, people who are interested in a board year of SPiN 
will not be demotivated by the high amount of a language course.  
The IXth board would like to receive the feedback from the GMA regarding this proposal. She would 
like to vote about the arrangement of and compensation for a Dutch language course. After receiving 
feedback from the GMA about this proposal, the proposal can be made concrete and then a vote can 
take place.  
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